
SLO Oral Health Coordination Team 
A Proud Partner of First 5 San Luis Obispo County 

SLO COUNTY CHILDREN’S ORAL HEALTH COALITION 
Tuesday, October 6th, noon-1:30 PM  

MINUTES  

SLO County Children’s Oral Health Coalition
October 6, 2009 12:00‐1:30 pm 2180 Johnson Avenue, SLO
Facilitator Joel Diringer 
Note taker Kathy Phipps 

Attendees 
Emily Penfield, Janis Babos, Cherie Fields, Wendy Wendt, Joe Mercardante, Patti 
Garrett, Nancy Norton, Julie Dodson, Kena Burke,  Penny Borenstein, Ann Havlik, 
Thomas Keifer, Jason Wells, Joel Diringer, Maureen Titus, and Kathy Phipps 

1. Introductions and Individual Updates 
Time: Presenter/Facilitator: NA
Discussion Coalition members introduced themselves – no updates
Conclusions NA 

Action Items 
Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

NA  
2. First 5 Commission – Report and Feedback
Time:  Presenter/Facilitator: Joel Diringer

Discussion 

Joel presented a PowerPoint that he gave at the September First 5 Commission 
meeting – a handout was given to the Coalition members.  The presentation 
included what has been accomplished to date, access to care and prevention in the 
county, and the results of the oral health survey of Head Start children in SLO 
County.  

Conclusions NA 

Action Items Person Deadline 
Send PPT via email to Coalition members not present for review. Kathy Phipps ASAP
3. Member Survey – Results and Discussion 

Time: Presenter/Facilitator: Tom Keifer 

Discussion 
Tom provided a handout on the survey and feedback from Coalition members.  For a 
copy of the full report email Jason Wells at First 5,  jwells@first5slo.org 

Conclusions 
Overall, most members are satisfied with the process.  There are 4 individuals who 
are dissatisfied with the process and direction of the Coalition and/or the oral health 
coordination team. 

Action Items 
Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

NA  
4. Upcoming Activities 
Time: Presenter/Facilitator:  Joel Diringer

Discussion 
Oral Health Summit – February 5, 2010.  
Oral Health CMD for Medical Providers – November 11, 2009 

Conclusions NA 

Action Items Person Deadline 

NA   
5. Oral Health Strategic Plan 
Time:  Presenter/Facilitator:  Joel Diringer

Discussion 

Coalition members reviewed draft Goal 6 – Public policy in SLO County will include 
oral health as an essential component of health.  General concepts, revisions, and 
additions to Goal 6 included: 
• Identify potential funding sources for oral health coordinator position. 
• Identify sustainable models and advocate for the creation of an oral health 



SLO Oral Health Coordination Team 
A Proud Partner of First 5 San Luis Obispo County 

coordinator position.
• Develop policy initiatives and engage in statewide policy issues. 
• Include education and school boards in oral health policy issues. 
• Develop regional partnerships with Santa Barbara and Monterey Counties. 
• Develop a communication strategy; bring oral health into the public eye. 

Conclusions NA 

Action Items 
Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

Email revised strategic plan with meeting minutes. Kathy Phipps ASAP
6. New Business 
Time: Presenter/Facilitator: Joel Diringer

Discussion 

Begin developing relationships with OB/Gyns. It is important to reach parents and 
doing so during prenatal visits may be very beneficial. 
Patti Garrett provided information from last year’s kindergarten screenings. 
Next meeting Tuesday, December 1, 2009 12 – 1:30PM 

Conclusions NA 

Action Items 
Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

NA  
 
 
  


